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Models of Inter—city Cooperation and Its Theoretical Implications:
An Empirical Study on the Yangtze River Delta

LUO Xiaolong', SHEN Jianfa’
(1. Nanjing Institute of Geography & Limnology, CAS, Nanjing 210008, China;
2. Department of Geography and Resource Management, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, NT, Hong Kong, China)

Abstract: Inter-city cooperation in the Yangtze River Delta region is a new phenomenon and
has received much governmental and scholarly attention in recent years. This paper examines
inter-city cooperation from partnership perspective. In this study, three typical cases of
inter-city cooperation, Suzhou-Wuxi-Changzhou Urban Region Planning, the Forum for the
Coordination of Urban Economy of Yangtze River Delta Region and Jiangyin Economic
Development Zone in Jingjiang are selected to examine three types of partnership
arrangements, namely, hierarchical partnership, spontaneous partnership and hybrid
partnership. This research applies the partnership approach to regional scale based on the
Yangtze River delta's experiences. The research focus of this paper is the effectiveness of
three types of inter-city cooperation. Through tracing the process of partnership formation and
investigating stakeholder interactions, this paper argues that the effectiveness of inter-city
cooperation depends on cooperation mechanism, the process of cooperation, the nature and
scope of the cooperation, and the partner selection and roles of actors in partnership
formation.

Key words: models of inter-city cooperation; effectiveness; partnership; theoretical
implementations; the Yangtze River delta
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