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Table 1 Mekong River at Chiang Saen Minimum Discharge 1962-2003

Mekong River at Chiang Saen

Minimum Discharge 1962- 2003 (cms.)

Year

1;32 (1962-1992) MEAN = 752 CMS. (1993-2003) MEAN = 569 CMS.
- 1 f
5 900 |L trend
= '\
S o/ ¥ |\ 1 —
2 500 ¥ e
E 500
£ I\l \/
= 300
200 L1 T T T L] T T
1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

2005

Source: Department of Water Resources (2004).
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Eirl3KE « International River Network. (2002). CHINA’S UPPER MEKONG DAMS
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(English Version Only)

Thai government:
“We can see the level of the water is getting lower,” Abhisit
Vejjajiva, the Thai prime minister, said in March.

Chinese Government:
“At present, we only use a tiny part of the average flow of
the Lancang (the Chinese name for the Mekong’s upper
reaches), so even if we build more water management
projects, it won't consume much and won'’t have any
influence on the downstream flow,” Zhou Xuewen, head of

the planning department at the Ministry of Water
Resources, told the Financial Times.

= i /\

 Retrieved from Financial Times

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/o/c96bfbi4-3ce3-11df-bbcf-
ooi44feabdco.html#axzziMVUBuNoo
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* Chinese officials, who also attended the meeting, held
at Thailand’s beach resort town of Hua Hin, told the
conference that China, too, is suffering from drought.

* Most rivers in southern China are at about 40 percent
of normal levels, and more than 600 have dried up
completely, leaving almost 20 million people short of
drinking water, Chen Mingzhong, an official at the
Water Resources Ministry, told the conference.

Retrieved from Bloomberg and Associated Press
.(2010).http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-10-26/china-hydropower-
dams-in-mekong-river-give-shocks-to-6o-million. html
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Table 1. Summary of Agricultural Potential and Constraints of the Mekong River Basin.

Areas for Area Area sultable Area  Imigation

Basin area upland agriculture  used (%)  for Imigation (ha) used (%) ratlo Constraints

Cambodia 2 941 300 5 11 242 700 31 T%-10%  Management and low inputs;
poor access to market and high loss;
landmine and small landholding; and
low irrigation efficiency.

Laos 3 051 400 % 2317100 3% T%-10%  Poor access to market, high operation
cost and low return; and low
irigation efficiency.

Vietnam Highlands 1131 300 51 360 900 36 12%

Vietnam Delta 10100 68 3256 200 88" 60% Water shortage, salinity, acid sulfate ol
low irrigation efficiency; and high
postharvest losses.

Thai NE 3 600 500 75 12 156 600 95 12%  High labor cost; low-quality soi; salinity;
and low irigation efficiency.

Yunnan 233 333" na, 566 366" na. na.  Flatand gentle slope area is about 6%,
and irgation potential is marginal;
41.8 is high slope greater than 25°;

| and high erosion,
* Around 300 000 ha grow three crops of fice each year; 1 080 000 ha are double cropped (source: 16). t Pasture land. { Famnland: 83% for single-rice cropping and 3% for double-ice cropping.
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