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ABSTRACT

While China’s unprecedented urbanization process has caused
substantial changes in the urban spatial structure of its cities, relatively
less is known about the nature of such changes. This seminar introduces
a “3Es” analytical framework of urban spatial structure of Chinese cities.
It starts with an introduction on how urban spatial structure of Chinese
cities can be evaluated from the polycentricity-monocentricity dimension
and the concentration-dispersion dimension. Then it focuses on how
urban spatial structure of Chinese cities has evolved by demonstrating
different evolution patterns of urban spatial structure since 2000. It ends
by introducing the empirical results concerning the effects of urban
spatial structure on the socioeconomic development of Chinese cities.

ABOUT THE SPEAKER

Dr. Yingcheng Li is Professor in Urban and Regional Planning at School of
Architecture, Southeast University, China. He obtained his Ph.D. degree
from UCL and was a postdoctoral researcher at MIT. He has so far
published over 30 papers in leading international and Chinese journals,
including Cities, Urban Studies, Urban Geography, Regional Studies,
Landscape and Urban Planning, and Computers Environment and Urban
Systems. Besides, he has been invited as a reviewer for nearly 20 leading
journals and won the 2019 Journal of Economic Geography Best Referee
Award. He is currently serving on the editorial board of International
Journal of Urban Sciences. Being funded by Natural Science Foundation
of China, his recent research mainly focuses on urban spatial structure,
innovation space, and innovation networks.
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