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The adoption of United Nations 2030 Agenda has transformed sustainable development
into a globally shared policy framework. However, achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) requires moving beyond national-level assessments towards
place-based approaches capable of capturing the diverse geographical realities of
regions, cities and local communities. Geography plays a fundamental role in this
transition by providing the conceptual frameworks, spatial data, analytical methods, and
visualization tools necessary to understand how sustainability varies across territories.
This seminar presentation introduces the emerging field of the Geography of
Sustainable Development, which integrates geographical theory, spatial analysis, Earth
Observation, Geographical Information Systems and sustainability science to measure,
monitor, and explain spatial patterns and territorial dynamics of sustainable
development. By combining advances in geospatial technologies with sustainability
assessment, this emerging discipline offers novel approaches for localizing the SDGs,
identifying regional disparities, and supporting evidence-based policymaking across
multiple territorial scales.
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