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Barcelona, Europe and the Search for 2026  16:30-
a New Metropolitan Scale (TUE)  18:00

The seminar places Barcelona and Spain within the broader European policy framework,
recognising that many contemporary urban environmental policies are increasingly shaped at
EU level. Policies concerning climate neutrality, air quality and pollutants, energy efficiency,
sustainable mobility, building renovation and the energy transition illustrate the importance of
European governance in shaping local urban transformation. The seminar will therefore explore
the interaction between European, national, regional, metropolitan and municipal scales, and
the tensions that emerge when environmental objectives intersect with housing affordability,
migration, tourism, economic competitiveness and social inequality. A central argument of the
seminar is that many of these challenges can no longer be understood, or addressed, within
traditional municipal boundaries. Through the UPF-Barcelona Regional Chair on Metropolitan
Futures, we are exploring how a change of scale in urban planning, combined with a more
integrated understanding of the relationships between urban, suburban, rural and forest
territories, can help develop more comprehensive responses to climate change, migration and
tourist flows. Rather than considering the city as an isolated administrative unit, this
perspective understands the metropolis as a complex territorial system in which environmental,
social, demographic and economic processes are deeply interconnected.

Toni Luna

Associate Professor of Geography, Department of Humanities
Director, UPF-Barcelona Regional Chair on Metropolitan Futures
Pompeu Fabra University (UPF)

Prof Luna’s research lies at the intersection of urban and regional studies,
landscape, environmental governance and the geohumanities. A significant
part of his work explores the relationships between place, landscape,
literature, cultural narratives and geographical imagination, developing

geohumanities approaches that connect geographical research with the
arts and humanities. He is currently involved in HARVEST, a new Horizon
Europe project examining narratives, perceptions and transformations
surrounding farming and rural communities in Europe, in which UPF leads
the work package on narratives and societal perceptions. He is also co-
author of the recently published La Invencion de Barcelona, which examines
how Barcelona has been imagined, narrated and projected internationally,
connecting urban transformation with questions of identity, representation
and global visibility.
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