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This presentation offers a timely exploration of the ongoing financialization
process in the Chinese rental housing sector, focusing on the financial means
used by the “long-term apartment rental” (LAR) firms in this industry. We first
analyzed the variegated types in the LAR industry, including the asset-heavy and
the asset-light models. We then explored initiatives and motivations of both the
state and the market in the financialization of LAR industry. Our findings enrich
the knowledge of the heterogeneity of financialization as well as the various
impacts of financialization on housing rights and urban governance. This work
engages with the literature of housing financialization by critically discussing the
patterns and consequences of the financialization of rental housing.
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