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The research project “Inter-city Competition and Cooperation between Hong Kong and Shenzhen in the 11th Five-year Plan Period” in The Chinese University of Hong Kong releases the results of 2008 public opinion survey on the development of Hong Kong-Shenzhen relationship today. Professor Jianfa Shen of the Department of Geography and Resource Management in The Chinese University is the principal investigator of the research project. The survey was conducted from 30 January to 4 February 2008 via the Telephone Survey Research Lab of Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies at The Chinese University. The survey covered a random sample of 510 respondents aged 18 or above in Hong Kong. The major results are as follows.

(1) The idea of “Hong Kong-Shenzhen metropolis” has been widely accepted by the public, and 69.8% of respondents support the development of Hong Kong-Shenzhen metropolis. This is due to Hong Kong residents’ recognition that Hong Kong-Shenzhen cooperation will have positive impact on Hong Kong. It is noted that respondents with different political stances mostly have positive attitudes towards the development of Hong Kong-Shenzhen metropolis. This indicates that the previous disagreement within Hong Kong society on integration with Mainland China is subsiding and a consensus on developing Hong Kong-Shenzhen metropolis is emerging. 
(2) Regarding urban competition facing Hong Kong, most respondents do not think that Shenzhen is a major competitor. They believe that Shanghai (49.8%) and Singapore (26.7%) are two major competitors. 
(3) Many Hong Kong residents know very little about Shenzhen. 40.2% of the respondents do not know the position of Shenzhen city in China. Regarding Shenzhen’s social, institutional and economic milieus, 91.8% of the respondents are not familiar with Shenzhen. Therefore, developing Hong Kong-Shenzhen metropolis is not just simple economic integration; sufficient social exchange is also needed. 
(4) 55.9% of respondents think that Hong Kong government should aim for closer Hong Kong-Shenzhen cooperation. They are satisfied with the current performance of Hong Kong government in Hong Kong-Shenzhen cooperation. 
(5) For some potential policy options that may be considered in Hong Kong-Shenzhen cooperation, 73.7% of the respondents agree that government should increase investment in cross-boundary infrastructure; 77.6% support the measures for “zero time” boundary crossing. Close to half of the respondents agree that Shenzhen residents should be allowed to study, travel and do business in Hong Kong more easily, and Shenzhen residents with tertiary education should be allowed to work in Hong Kong. The percentage of the respondents who disagree with above potential polices is also as high as 40%. These Hong Kong residents are concerned that the relaxed flow of Shenzhen residents will affect their employment and life negatively. 
(6) Hong Kong residents believe that the differences in social value, political institutions, the level of economic development, economic environment, as well as the historical and cultural gap between the two cities are constraints for cooperation. Half of the respondents think that the difference in social value is the biggest constraint. Thus Hong Kong and Shenzhen should pay attention to social interaction between the two cities along with integration and cooperation in the economy, infrastructure, science and technology.
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