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Abstract:

China’s recent rapid economic growth has proceeded in parallel with a rapidly growing demand for energy
resources.  Greater efficiency in the use of energy has occurred over the last three decades as seen in the decline in
energy efficiency, but consumption of energy has outstripped production with the main shortfall occurring in
petroleum usage. Coal remains China’s main energy resource. and this is likely to continue for the short and
medium term.  The search for new energy resources is global in scope and has led to new efforts on both the
economic and diplomatic front in Africa as well as other major regions.  African examples are used in both Angola
and Sudan fo illustrate some of the goals and issues China has encountered as it expands its economic efforts to
secure new sources of encrgy.

About the Speaker:

Dr. Clifton W. Pannell iz  Emeritus Professor of geography and Associate Dean of the Franklin College of
Arts and Sciences at the University of Georgia where he taught from 1971- 2003 and served as Department Head in
Geography from 1992-1994. Cumrently he is serving as visiting professor at the University of Hong Kong,
Department of Geography for the Fall Term. 2009,

Dr. Pannell received the PhD. from the University of Chicago in 1971 where he worked under Norton
Ginsburg. He attended the Inter-University Center for Chinese Language Studies (Stanford University). 1968-69.,
housed at National Taiwan University in Taipei. His research interests and publications have focused mainly on
the economic and urban geography of China and East Asia. He has also collaborated in the past on land use
studies of rural and urban land in China based on remotely sensed satellite data. Recent publications include
co-authorship of a text, China’s Geography(2007) and articles on energy and China’s economic penetration into
Africa.
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